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rounded.   There is no proboscis.   The moths are night-flying.

The distribution of the family is wide, but mainly tropical :
about 400 species are known, of which two are British.

The eggs are oval and flat, and are laid usually in batches
on the food-plant. The larvae vary greatly in appearance,
but are always destitute of sucker feet and
have the thoracic legs much reduced. In
some species the caterpillars have a series
of protuberances on the body ; in other
cases they are covered with a thick skin,
which hides all traces of segmentation ;
while in others again they are clothed with
spines, which in. many tropical forms are
developed to an enormous extent, and are
frequently poisonous. The general shape of
the larva is short and oval, and the head in FJO. i32.--Lunaco-
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many cases is retractile. I he pupa is enclosed      leyida).   ( x 3.)

in an oval cocoon of silk, which is generally
placed among the leaves of the food-plant. The cocoon is
provided with a definite lid, which, is pushed open by the pupa
before the emergence of the moth. Hibernation usually
occurs as a full-grown larva in the cocoon. The family has
little economic importance : a few species, however, are
minor pests. Among these we may mention : Belippa laleana,
which feeds on Cinchona in India; JB. albiguttata, on tea in
Java ; and Parasa virida, which injures coffee in British
E. Africa.
DALCEEIDJE.
Hind- wing with vein 8 free or connected to the cell by a bar
and remote from 7 ; vein Ic present ; fore-wing with vein
Ic present ; frenulum present ; hind- wing extending beyond
the abdomen ; proboscis absent.
This is a small family peculiar to the neotropical region.
The moths are of small to medium size, and usually of dull
colours. They are day-flying. The body is short, and the
hind-wings are wide and extend beyond the apex of the
abdomen. The antennae are pectinate, and there is no
proboscis.